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Born at Nisibis, then under Roman rule, early in the fourth century; died June, 373. The name of his

father is unknown, but he was a pagan and a priest of the goddess Abnil or Abizal. His mother was

a native of Amid. Ephraem was instructed in the Christian mysteries by St. James, the famous

Bishop of Nisibis, and was baptized at the age of eighteen (or twenty-eight). Thenceforth he became

more intimate with the holy bishop, who availed himself of the services of Ephraem to renew the

moral life of the citizens of Nisibis, especially during the sieges of 338, 346, and 350. One of his

biographers relates that on a certain occasion he cursed from the city walls the Persian hosts,

whereupon a cloud of flies and mosquitoes settled on the army of Sapor II and compelled it to

withdraw. The adventurous campaign of Julian the Apostate, which for a time menaced Persia,

ended, as is well known, in disaster, and his successor, Jovianus, was only too happy to rescue

from annihilation some remnant of the great army which his predecessor had led across the

Euphrates. To accomplish even so much the emperor had to sign a disadvantageous treaty, by the

terms of which Rome lost the Eastern provinces conquered at the end of the third century; among

the cities retroceded to Persia was Nisibis (363). To escape the cruel persecution that was then

raging in Persia, most of the Christian population abandoned Nisibis en masse. Ephraem went with

his people, and settled first at Beit-Garbaya, then at Amid, finally at Edessa, the capital of

Osrhoene, where he spent the remaining ten years of his life, a hermit remarkable for his severe

asceticism. Nevertheless he took an interest in all matters that closely concerned the population of

Edessa. Several ancient writers say that he was a deacon; as such he could well have been

authorized to preach in public. At this time some ten heretical sects were active in Edessa; Ephraem

contended vigorously with all of them, notably with the disciples of the illustrious philosopher

Bardesanes. To this period belongs nearly all his literary work; apart from some poems composed

at Nisibis, the rest of his writings-sermons, hymns, exegetical treatises-date from his sojourn at

Edessa. It is not improbable that he is one of the chief founders of the theological "School of the

Persians", so called because its first students and original masters were Persian Christian refugees

of 363. At his death St. Ephraem was borne without pomp to the cemetery "of the foreigners". The

Armenian monks of the monastery of St. Sergius at Edessa claim to possess his body.
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The hymns are very deep and life changing. The original was written in rhymes but in English it is

not possible. I suggest it for anyone who wants to deepen his or her faith and the understanding of

it.

I find this a very worthwhile ereading. Easy navigation. Well set up. It's good to have this type of

ebook available at sucha good price. Well worth investigating if you are not familiar with this saint.

Heavenly mysteries are laid clear, mysticism is shown as true reality, and true Orthodoxy is

revealed in prose. Definitely worth the read, although breaking it up would be beneficial, as it can be

repetitive (albeit beautiful).I'm not a fan of the attempt of the introduction to reduce the true nature of

sainthood, but I appreciate the distinguishing between different "legends."

A good rendition of St. Ephraim's writings, nicely laid out. It takes me into his style of worship and

connection with God.

A Nineteenth Century sort of translation, quite befitting this incomparable author, whose unending

song we are so fortunate to have access to. There is nothing quite like St. Ephraim, from disturbing



dialogues between Satan and Death, to the dialogue between the Virgin and the Three Magi, St.

Ephraim is never short on giving dramatic power to the Gospel! And for insight the Homily on the

Sinful Woman is up with all the great patristic authors.

Nativity hymns are the best! A larger group, with homilies do not dissatisfyYou might just find

yourself singing too.

Because to me it's edifying. Can't speak for anyone else., just for myself and that is all one can say.

Amazingly beautiful hymns by a great father and theologian of the Church. A true light from the east.
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